
HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT  

Insurance Committee 

Meeting Minutes for May 09, 2019 | 6:00pm 

Members Present: T Bubba Gregory 

Linda Sue Johnson 

Shane Burton  

Ken Buckmaster 

Rachel Jones 

Bill Scruggs 

Steve Whittaker 

Sheriff Ray Russell 

Absent:  Landon Gulley  

  

Others Present: Vickie Howard Amy Thomas 

1. Open Meeting 

Chairman T. Bubba Gregory opened the meeting a 6pm and stated the reason for tonight’s 

meeting was to discuss the Health Insurance Benefit as offered by Benefits Blueprint.  

2. Minutes 

Minutes from April 4, 2019 were presented.  Rachel Jones motioned to approve the minutes as 

presented, Ken Buckmaster seconded.   Motion Carried 

3. Presentation: Benefits Blueprint – Tim Herndon 

Tim Herndon with Benefits Blueprint presented a package for the Committee to consider moving 

to for the upcoming year.  He stressed that his business was a “mom and pop” establishment and 

introduced his wife Angie and his son Caleb who are both employees for the company.   

Herndon presented several reference letters from the following areas: Cheatham County, City of 

Smithville, City of Lexington and Humphrey’s County. 

Under the proposed plan, all employees would be under BCBS Network P.  Currently, the state 

offers Network S. The network is comparable to Cigna Open Access.  A secondary insurance would 

also be involved through Healthcare Benefit Solutions that would include a negotiation period 

until the claim has resolved.  Herndon proposes the savings to be $51,152 for the first year but 

could not guarantee an amount or rate for the subsequent years.  

Herndon went over three options on how the County could use the proposed savings.  Examples 

of enrollment forms were shown from other counties 

Discussion:  

- Commissioner LS Johnson asked about the deductibles.  The amounts mirror the state 

plan and deductible amounts would be the same 

- Commissioner LS Johnson asked about any associated fees. Enrollment fees would be a 

one-time fee to set up the account to pay claims.  

- Commissioner LS Johnson asked about the rates for the subsequent years. Rates could 

change and cannot be forecasted.  The rates given would be good for one year.  Rates are 

known in May of each year. 

- Commissioner Ken Buckmaster noted that one of the counties referenced earlier had left 

Benefits Blueprint and went back to the state plan.  The state was able to offer a cheaper 

plan.  Rates are based on annual claims. 

- Commissioner Rachel Jones asked about any claims going to collections during the 

negotiation phase.  No, bar one mistake that was quickly rectified.  Angie Herndon is the 

liaison between pharmacies and physicians.  She works with any overdue amounts and 
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providers will be paid within a 3-5 month period.  Angie will intervene and work on the 

employee’s behalf. 

- Amy Thomas with the Mayor’s Office asked about Vision and Dental Insurance.  Those 

plans should run fairly close to what the state provides.  They are basic plans that can be 

added on to the proposal. 

When no further questions were presented, Benefits Blueprint was asked to step outside so the 

Committee could discuss.  Chairman Gregory reiterated that we would have to wait 2 years before 

going back to the state plan if we decide to leave.  Vickie Howard added that we would start over 

with the state membership and may not get as low a rate as we currently have.  Bill Scruggs 

spoke with 3 other agents and was advised not to leave the state.  Several other members 

mentioned they were not confident in dropping the state plan. 

The Committee brought Benefits Blueprint back in the room in order to decide on the plan.  

Commissioner Shane Burton made the motion to stay with the State Health Insurance Plan, 

seconded by Bill Scruggs. Motion Carried. 

4. ADJOURN  

Ray Russell made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Seconded by Ken Buckmaster.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:09pm. 

No meeting was scheduled. 

Minutes submitted by Amy Thomas.  
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